


PHOTOS BY Kl o ce/ THE NEWS & ADVANCE

ABOVE: Willy Smith, dressed as a Star Trek science officer, waits on refreshments at the Carmike 8 prior to viewing ‘Star Trek.’ Smith is a member of the USS Heimdal, part of the International St 1o\ Fan Association.

BY LIZ BARRY
Ibarry@newsadvance.com
(434) 385-5524

1 rare occasions, John
Sprouse transforms into a
Klingon warrior with a taste
for blood wine.
Last Friday — opening day
of the new “Star Trek” movie — qualified
. as one of those occasions.
Sprouse, a retired truck driver from
Lynchburg, is captain of the USS

Appomattox, a local “Star Trek” fan club
of about 25 members. Last weekend, his
clubjoined forces with two other local
chapters to greet moviegoers at the
Carmike 8.

Decked out in full costume, the
Trekkies passed out pamphlets about
their clubs, chatted with fans and brought
a festive atmosphere to an otherwise ordi-
nary night at the movies. ;

With his ridged forehead and stringy
mane of hair, Sprouse looked fearsome in
costume. But behind the getup was a gre-

garious man amped to share his love of all
things “Star Trek.” It reaches from
obscure movie trivia to the “Klingon

" babes” he’s met at Trekkie conventions.

“You've never been to a party until
you've been to a Klingon party,” he bel-
lows to a few “Star Trek” fans who have
stopped by the table his club has set up
inside the movie theaterlobby, across
from the popcomn counter.

The movie is the latest permutation of
a vast “Star Trek” franchise that spans
more than 40 years and includes'six TV

series and 10 previous movies. Directed
by J.J. Abrams, it explores the backstories
of James T. Kirk (Chris Pine) and Spock
(Zachary Quinto) before they unite
aboard the USS Enterprise.

The movie has generated hype for its

PYotential to attract a new generation of
fayns, Piggybacking on the momentum,

. “SStar Trek” clubs nationwide took advan-
taage of the premiere to recruit new mem-
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